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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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THE defign of publiſhing the following pages, is to inſtruct 
' thoſe amongſt ourſelves, who may not have had an op- 
portunity of being acquainted in general with the principles of 
our difſent, and to vindicate our ſeparation from the ab- 
lied Church to every attentive and candid reader. Thoſe 


* 


who wiſh for further information on this ſubiect may find it 


n the following books, 
1. A Plea far the Nonconformiſts, by Thomas de Laune. 


2. A Vindication of the Diſſenters, by James Pierce, 
in anſwer to Dr. W. Nichols. 


3. A Memorial of the Reformation, and of Britain's 
Deliverances from Popery and arbitrary Power, by Ben- 
jamin Bennet. 


4. The Diſſenting Gentleman's Three Letters and P. S. 
in Anſwer to Mr. John White, With a Letter to a Biſhop, 
(lately reprinted alone) 1 vol. 12mo. by Mr. Towgogd. 


5. A Review of the Caſe of” Liturgies, in Anſwey te 
Mr. Bennet, by Benjamin Robinſon. | 


6. An Abridgment of Mr. Baxter's Life and Times : 
With an Account of the ejected Miniſters, by Dr. Calamy. 
Four large vols. 8vo. The Subſtance of this Work is 
now re-printed in 2 vols. with many Additions, under 
the Title of The Nonconformiſt's Memorial, by S. Palmer, 
with 27 Heads of the moit 3 Divines. 
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( iv ) 


7. The Hiſtory of the Puritans, from the Reformation, 
by Daniel Neal, M. A. 


8. An Inquiry into the Principles of Toleration, by 
Foſeph Founes. | 


9. Letters to the Hen. Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, concern- 
ing his Expoſition of the Act of Toleration, and ſome 
Poſitions relative to religious Liberty, by P. Furneauæ, 

D. D. (ad. edit. : 

10, Dr. Wilton's Review of the Articles, 

21. The Proteſtant Diſſenter's Catechiſm, by S. Palmer. 

12. Graham's Review of Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhments. 


1g. Plan of Lectures on Nonconformity, by the late 
R. Robinſon, of Cambridge. 5 | 


AN 


ANSWER, Sc. 


My DAR FRIEND, 


1 Have remarked with pleaſure, that you have 
expreſſed a deſire to be acquainted with the principles on 
which we found our diſſent from the Church of England, 

I am not ſurpriſed that you have often heard us repre- 
ſented as a prejudiced, bigotted, and obſtinate ſet of 

ople, who ſeparated from the mode of religion eſtab- 
iſhed in our country, not ſo much from any regard to 
conſcience, as from vanity and perverſeneſs ; but how 
unjuſt theſe cenſures are, let the following reaſons teſtify, 
he FIRST GENERAL PRINCIPLE on which we found 
our diſſent is this, that no civil magiſt rate can have any 
right, authority, or power over the conſciences and religign 
of men ; that his claiming to himſelf the interpretation of 
the Scriptures, which contain the Chriſtian religion, is 
aſſuming a power with which no civil magiſtrate can be 
inveſted, without directly oppoſing the very genius and 


rn of that divine religion which it pretends to eſtabliſh : - 
0 


r the Chriſtian religion is an addreſs to the reaſon and 


underſtandings of mankind ; eſtabliſhments are an addreſs 


to their prejudices and paſſions. In the one, the love and 
the purſuit of truth is ſtrongly inculcated; in the other, 


it is weakened, if not deſtroyed, by the temptations of 


intereſt and worldly preferment. The language of the 
Chriſtian religion is, Prove all things, hold faſt that which 
ig good but that of the civil magiſtrate is, I have proved 
and examined for you, and unleſs vou hold faſt what I 
have determined to be right, you ſhall be deprived of 
many temporal advantages here, and without doubt periſh 
everlaſtingly hereafter, | > We | 

But beſides this undue, this pernicious influence on the 
minds of men, from the aſſumed authority of the civil 
magiſtrate, I have many other reaſons for my diſſent from 
the Church of England. I ſhall particularly inſtance in 


her doctrines, in her ſpirit, in her conſtitution or frame, 


and in fome of her offices and forms of public woithip. 
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- SECTION I. 
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As to her Doftrines, 


— —— 
— - ——— 


1 Shall firſt mention two that relate to the 
power and authority aſſumed by her in matters of religion, 
which I think totally inconiiſtent with the allegiance we 
owe to Chriſt, and with the nature of religion itſelf ; 
doctrines that appear to me of moſt important and moſt 
dangerous . I mention theſe firſt, becauſe 
they are the foundation of all her other impoſitions and 
corruptions, and if they are well grounded, we have no- 
thing to do but ſubmit to all her appointments and requi- 

fit ions, in awful filence. 85 
The firſt is, (Article XX.) „ That the Church hat! 
power to decree rites and ceremonies, and authority in con- 
t rover es of faith.” | e | " 
The ſecond is, That every prieſt in this Church, from 
tue hagheſt archbiſhop to the meaneſt curate in the land, hath 
' power and authority from Almighty God, even in the name of 
the Holy Trinity, to forgive or to retain the fins of men.” 
Cee the Office of Ordination, and of Vifuation of the Sick. 
Theſe two poſitions, to which every clergyman gives 
his unfeigned aſſent and conſent, contain doctrines of the 
moſt alarming and moſt dangerous nature: they are the 
very bafis and foundation of the whole ſyſtem of PoE Rx, 
the two grand pillars on which the enormous fabric of the 
Papal Hierarchy reſts. Admit but the truth of theſe, and 
the Church of England is immediately condemned of it- 


ſelf, and overthrown : the glorious Reformation muſt have 


been unjuſtifiable, unrighteous, and ſchiſmatical, and all 
the ceremonies and rites which the Church of Rome had 
decreed, all the controverſies of faith which ſhe had au- 
thoritatively determined, all the articles 1 
gatory, image-worſhip, auricular confeſſion, tranſubſtan- 
tiation, canonization of ſaints &c. which, in a ſacred ſy- 
nod at Trent ſhe had ſolemnly pronounced to be believed 
and received, all theſe were to be reverently accepted and 


religiouſty obſerved; and Luther and Cranmer, Ridley 


and 


and Calvin, by preſuming to 8 their private opinions 
to the deciſions of the church, were guilty of rebellion 
againſt eccleſiaſtical authority, and all their followers, the 
Proteſtants, ſtand condemned of the ſame crime, and are 
partakers in the guilt. | 
Having thus ſeen the power and authority claimed by 
the Church in matters of faith and ſalvation, let us now 
ſee in what manner ſhe has exerciſed theſe exorbitant 


claims. | ; | 

The Church of England teaches, and obliges all her 
biſhops and clergy to teach, and ſolemnly to ſubſcribe, as 
in the preſence of Almighty God, That whoever wilt 
BE SAVED, before all things it is NECESSARY that he hold 
the faith contained in what is commonly called the Athang- 
fran Creed; waicn FAITH except EVERY ONE doth keep 


whole and undefiled, he ſhall wiTHOUT DOUBT PERISH 


EVERLASTINGLY,” And having attempted minutely to 
explain the inexplicable myſtery of the Trinity, and 


darkened the plain truths of - Chriſtianity, by a variety. of 


unintelligible definitions, ſhe adds, © So that IN ALL 
THINGS as is aforeſaid, the Unity in Trinity, and the 
Trinity in Unity is to be worſhiped. He therefore that wilt 
BE SAVED muſt THUS think of the Trinity This is the Ca- 
tholic Faith, which except a man believe faithfully (i. e. hear- 
tily and ſincerely) HE CANNOT BE SAVED,” £ 
Are theſe the terms of ſalvation and damnation publiſhed 
by Jeſus Chriſt ? If not, muſt it not be an high crime 
againſt the Majeſty of Heaven, for fallible and weak men 
to publiſh in his Church other terms of ſalvat ion and dam- 


nation, than his goſpel hath eſtabliſhed? Have ſuch no- 
thing to apprehend from that awful ſentence of St. Paul, 


(Gal. i. 8.) But if we or an angel from Heaven preach 
any other goſpel to you, than that ye have received, let 
him be accurſed,” J muſt beg you to obſerve that the 
objections of the Diſſenters as ſuch, to this part of the 
Church's doctrine, did not ariſe from their diſbelief of the 
doctrine of the Trinity; for at the time of the ſeparation, 
this controverſy was wholly unattended to, and the majo- 


rity of the Diſſenters even now do, I preſume, believe the 
doctrine of the Trinity: but to make the belief of any Ru- 
man exphications of it, eſpecially thoſe of that proud and 
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ignorant man {whoever he was“) who fabricated this 
reed, abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and to pronounce all who do not receive it, moſt certainly 
and eternally damned, appears an act of ſuch profane raſh. 
neſs and preſumption as every good Chriſtian ſhould from 
his ſoul abhor, 10 | 
The Church of England alſoteaches, and commands its 
clergy, over every perſon brought to be buried, (the unbap- 
tized, excommunicated, and ſelf-murderers e how | 
profligate or vile ſoever his whole courſe of life hath been, 
with much ſolemnity to declare, That it hath pleaſed 
Almighty God, of his great mercy, to take to hampelf the 
Joul of this their dear brother ; they therefore commit his 
body to the ground, in ſure and certain hope of the reſurrec- 
tion to eternal life ; they give God hearty thanks, that it hath - 
pleaſed him to deliver this their brother (this wicked and 
profane man) out of the miſeries of this finful world, and 
pray God that when themſelves ſhall depart out of this life 
2 may reſt in Chriſt, as their hope is this their brother 
ot. | 
Is this, my friend, the doctrine of Chriſt? Hath he not 
, exprelsly told us, Be not deceived, neither fornicators, nor 
adulterers, nor thieves, nor drunkards, Sc. fhall inherit the 
kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Have not thouſands of 
immortal ſouls probably been lulled into a dangerous ſecu- 
rity, under an heavy load of guilt, by ſeeing the remains 
of men, much viler and more wicked than themſelves, 
thus committed to the grave, with hope that they reſt in 
Chriſt, and that they are paſſed into the conſolations and 
Joys of Heaven ? Ge . 
It is a well kaown fact, that archbiſhop Sancroft was 
ſo diſſatisfied with this burial office, that he acknowledged 
to Dr. Tillotſon, that for that reaſon he had never'taken 
on him a cure of ſouls. | 
Befides, what inconſiſtency and ſelf-contradiction is 
feen in this matter! The Arians and Socinians, who, in 
the morning from the deſk, before God and the congrega- 
tion, are folemnly pronounced 1Mpos51BLE to be faved, 
and are ſent down WITHOUT DOUBT to everlaſiing damna- 
5 5 | Fons. 


Athanaſius, tis well known, was not the maker of this Creed, which never ap- 
| peared in the world till more than goo years after his death. 


< 
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tion in the evening at the grave, before God and the 
ſame people, are ſolemnly declared to be taken by Almighty 
God, in great mercy to hamfelf, and that THEREFORE they 
ns er bodies to the ground, in ſure and certain 
hope, Sc. | | 5 
1 think you muſt acknowledge, that there is conſi- 
derable weight in the objections, which I have urged 
againſt theſe dottrines of the Church of England, though 
they are by no means all that might be mentioned; and 
here I appeal to your ſerious thoughts, if we ſee the moſt 
holy religion of our Saviour (who will alſo ſoon be our 
Fudge) thus corrupted, deformed, expoſed to the contempt 
of ſcoffiny unbelievers, made a dangerous ſtumblingedloek, 
and an occaſion of offence to inquiſitive minds, whether 
in this caſe, our duty to Almighty God, our allegiance to 
3 Chriſt, our concern for the honour and ſucceſs of 
is goſpel, our love to our fellow-men, our regard to the 
account which we are ſoon to give of our fidelity to this 


truſt, do not Arr loudly call upon us to declare openly _ 


our proteſt againſt theſe corruptions of Chriſtianity, and 
to profeſs ourſelves Diſſenters from that Church ? 
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SECTION II, 
ama 


07 the Spirit of the Church of England. 


— — 


5 Th E ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt is catholic, tolerant, libe- 
ral, breathing univerſal love: its characteriſtics are mutual 
condeſcenſion, bearing with one another's different ſenti- 
ments in religion, holding the unity of the ſpirit in the 


bond of peace. The ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but be gentle to all men, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 


who & 4g themſelves. Receive one another, but not to 
doubt ul diſputations. Who art thou that judgeſt another 
man's ſervant? to his own maſter he ſtands or falls. "a 
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thy brother be grieved by thy meats (rites or ceremonies) 
now walkeſt thou not charitably : deſtroy not him with 
thy meats for whom Chriſt died: if meats (rites or cere. 
monies) make my brother to offend, I will eat no fleſh 

While the world ſtandeth, leſt I make my brother to of. 
fend. Bleſs and curſe not. This is the ſpirit of the goſ- 

I; but is this the ſpirit which the Church of England 

eathes? Let impartiality judge. The acts of uniformity, 
which are the parents that gave it life, and the pillars on 
WER it. ſtands, ſhall witneſs what manner of ſpirit it 
IS Ll 

By iſt. Eliz. it declares and enacts, That if any perſon 
& or perſons whatſoever ſhall, by open words, declare or ſpeak 
& any thing to the derogation, depraving or deſpiſing the 
6. book of Common Prayer, Sc. or of any thing therein con- 
& tained, or any part thereof, he Mall for the firſt offence 
% forfeit an hundred marks, for the ſecond four hundred 
66 77 and for — _ all Mis goods and chattels, and 

all ſuffer impriſonment during life.“. 

8 — (9 and 10 5 W. III.) it decrees, 
& That if any one educated in the Chriſtian religion, and 
* pro Pn the ſame, ſhall by writing, printing, teaching, 
% or a 22 ſpeaking, deny the Chriſtian religion to be true, 
* or the Holy Scriptures to be of Divine Authority, or any 
& one of the perſons in the Holy Trinity to be God, or main- 
t tain that there are more Gods than one, he ſhall for the 
* firſt offence be rendered incapable of holding any office or 
& place of truſt, and for the ſecond, be rendered incapable of 
gr PO action, of being guardian, executor, legatee, 


r 
or purchaſer of lands, and to ſuffer three years impriſon- bf 
*© ment without bail.” 3 : "I 
You will alſo be 'pleaſed to remember, that by the act & 
13and 14 of Charles II. -the church cruelly caſt out and 
deprived of their livings, and threw upon the wide world 7 
with their numerous diſtreſſed families, a great number of 1 
her pious, learned, and laborious clergy, Bates, Baxter, 6 
Calamy, Owen, Flavel, Howe, Pool, and near two thou- 6 


ſand more. 5 Fins c 

On what account? Why for no other fault than refuſing 
& to ſubſcribe the thirty- nine articles, and to declare ſolemnly 
5 before Gon, their unfeigned aſſent and conſent to all and 
| | every 


RE as” (( 


4 


every thing contained in, and preſcribed by the book of 
& Common Ne and the form and manner of ordaining 
% and conſecrating b1ſhops, prieſts, and deacons. 

The fame illiberal and ungenerous ſpirit which thruſt 
out in the laſt age thoſe two thouſand confeſſors, whole 
names will deſcend with honour to the lateſt poſterity, 
hath continued to operate in the preſent age, ſo as to ſhut 
the doors of the Church againſt ſuch excellent and worthy 
charatters as Henry, Watts, Doddridge, Grove, Chandler, 
Leland, Abernethy, Pierce, Hallet, Duchal, Lowman, 
Lardner, Taylor, Orton, Fownes, Furneaux, &c. &c. 
names of no mean rank in the republic of ſacred literature, 
illuſtrious defenders of the Chriſtian revelation, and of the 
rights of mankind, able miniſters of the New Teſtament, 
who ſhine with diſtinguiſhed luſtre (no doubt) in the 
Church Triumphant above, though they could not be ad- 
mitted to fill the meaneſt curacy, or to officiate in the 
loweſt ſtation, amongſt the clergy of this uncatholic, im- 
perfect Church below. Nay, upon ſo illiberal a plan is 
this Church at preſent formed, that ſhould any of the moſt 
celebrated foreign divines make. a viſit to this nation (or 
were it even poſſible for the Apoſtle Paul himſelf to do 
it) not one of them could be Med or ſuffered to preach 
in any chapel or church (unleſs he had firſt, before ſome 


biſhop, read the Thirty-nine Articles, and declared his un- 
feigned aſſent to the ſame) under penalty of three months 


impriſonment in the common jail, without bail or main- 
prize. Is this, Sir, the ſpirit of 8 Chriſtianity, 
of the Holy Catholic Church, and the Communion of 
Saints ? Seriouſly conſider it, then tell me how you would 
define the ſpirit of Antichriſt, | : 


: 


As a farther illuſtration of the meekneſs and gentleneſs | 


of the ſpirit of this Church, its Canon (IV) ſolemnly de- 
nounces, That whoever ſhall affirm that the form of 
God's worſhip, contained in the Common Prayer, hath 


* any thing in it that is 3 to the Scriptures, 


let him be excommunicated, ipſo fatto; * and not be re- 


| „ ſtored 


How tremendous a thing this (excommunication ipſo facto is, let the learned ca- 
noniſts of the Church inform us. It denounces a man accurſed, devoted to the devil,” 
*/{parated from Chriſt and his Church's communion,” Godolphin's Rep. Canon, 
pag. 62 3, 626. Th | | 
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{© ftored but by the biſhop of the place, after his repent. 
5 ance, and public recantation of ſuch his wicked errors.” 
Canon V. denounces the ſame heavy curſe upon who. 
ever ſhall affirm, That any of its thirty-nine Articles 
. 6. are in any part ſuperſtitious or erroneous, or ſuch as he 
“ may not with a good conſcience ſubſcribe unto.” 
Canon VII. denounces the ſame excommunication, ipſo 
facto, upon whoever ſhall affirm, That the government 


% of the Church of England, under his or her Majeſty, 


& by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Archdeacons, &c, 
„ Ec. is repugnant to the word of God.“ | 

The unhappy perſon who is excommunicated (which 
may be and is often done for not paying a trifling ſum) is 
not only ſhut out of the Church, debarred Chriſtian com- 
munion, not to be interred, when he dies, in holy ground, 
but is diſabled from enjoying many civil immunities ; and 
if he does not ſubmit himſelf, and recant within forty 
days, may be committed to priſon by a writ, De excom- 


ſolve him, till after his repentance, and revoking his 
wicked errers. Is this the ſpirit of the goſpel and of 
Chriſt? we think not ; but this is the ſpirit of that church 
from which we eſteem it our duty to ſeparate. | 


" SECTION 111. 
Of the Conſtitution of the Church of England, and of the 
I C. uurch of Chriſt, N 


tholic Church, and a communion of ſaints, a congrega- 
tion of faithful men, in which the pure word of God 1s 


municato capiendo, where he mult lie till he periſhes, if he 
do not retra& ;- for the Archbiſhop himſelf cannot ab- 


eee JelusChrif is. , ica- | 


Reached, and the facraments duly adminiſtered, Article 


„ 


[t is a holy Church. A temple of the living God, 
which if any man defiles, him will God deſtroy, 1 Cor. 
iii. 17. holy city or community, into which, nothing 
that is defiled, no openly profane and immoral perſon, is 
permitted to enter, Rev. xxi. 27. The Apoſtle ſays, caſt 
out therefore from amongſt you that wicked perſon, 1 Cor. 
V. 13. 3 33 l 15 eb 
be Church of Englagd ſuch an holy Church, formed 
upon this divine model? ſhe not in this reſpect, in the 
fight of the whole world, a Diſſenter from the Church of 
Chriſt? Does ſhe not, by her teſt law, receive into her boſom 
multitudes of the moſt debauched, profligate and profane 
men, and in effect compel them to come in and partake of her 
moſt holy rites, and to eat and drink at the table of that 
Lord, whoſe name they blaſpheme, and whole: religion 
they abhor ? Is not this what our Saviour calls taking the 
children's bread, and caſting it to dogs? ret ak © 
Again, the Church of Chriſt is a catholic Church, and 
a communion or community of ſaints, It gathers together 
all the children of God, all righteous and good men, 
wherever diſperſed abroad, whatever. their particular fen- 
timents or opinions ma be, into one bleſſed ſociety, one 
family, one body. They are all brethren, fellow-mem- 
ders, in this one houſehold or Church of God, and as ſuch 
are all to eat as at one table (a communion or common 
22 in token of their relation to Chriſt their common 
Head, and of their affection to one another: for we being 
many, are one bread, and one body; for we are all par- 
takers of that one bread, 1 Cor. x. 17. ps 
But is the Church of England thus catholic, and a 


£ communion of ſaints? . Obſerve her conduct. At the 


lame time that ſhe admits to her communion crowds of no- 
torious ſinners whom the king nominates to a polt, ſhe re- 
jets. all foreign Proteſtants upon the face of the whole 
earth, and all. the religious 


who, befides acknowledging. obedience. to all the com- 
mands of Chriſt, will not obey alſo an arbitrary injunc- 
tion of her own : that is, all who refuſe to eat this facra- 
mental ſupper in any other than a table-poſture, as Chriſt, 
and his apoſtles, and all the primitive Chriſtians un- 
doubtedly did, and not in an 8 poſture, as the Pope 
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and his cardinals, and all believers in tranſubſtantiation, 
direct it to be done. 3 | 

$© There muſt be ſomewhere a very great fault,” ſays 
archbiſhop Potter, when any one of the meaneſt be. 
lievers is excluded from communion, who deſires to em- 
brace it on terms which God has preſcribed.” | 

In the Church of Chriſt, the Lord's Supper is inſtituted 
and uſed only for ſpiritual and religious ends: in the 
Church of England it is notorioufly both inſtituted and 
uſed for political and worldly ends, as a qualification for 
a-civil or military poſt. In the former it was appointed 
with intention and as a mean of uniting all Chriſtians, and 


of deſtroying all variance and diſtinctions betwixt them: 


in the latter it is appointed with intention, and as a mean 
of diſcriminating and dividing them.; of ſeparating ſome 
Chriſtians from other Chriſtians, and thus of ſtrengthen- 
ing and perpetuating diviſions amongſt them. 

he rod with which the Church of Chriſt chaſtiſes its 
delinquents is. ſpiritual, not carnal ; but the rod of the 
Church of England is carnal, not ſpiritual. By the con- 
ſtitution of the former, the excommunicated member is 
only.to be deprived of ſpiritual privileges, ſuch as fellow- 
ſhip in prayer, ſinging, ſacraments ; it meddles not with 
his civil rights: but by the conſtitution of the latter, the 
excommunicated perſon is, delivered over to the civil arm, 
to humble and chaſtiſe him, to ſtrip him of many inva- 


luable natural rights, and, if he does not repent in forty 


day, to caſt him into priſon, where he may lie and 
periſh, | 
4 Farther, the Church of Jeſus Chriſt is a kingdom not of 
this world, not formed upon the model, not ſupported by 
the powers, nor. mining with the pomps and ſplendors 
of this world: it was its glory that it made its way, and 
was eſtabliſned upon earth, not only without, but in di- 
rett oppoſition to them. | 

But let any man attentively confider the Church of 
England, and will he not ſee it to be moſt indiſputably a 
kingdom of this world; a civil polity or conſtitution 
formed after the model, ſuited to io taſte, ſupported by 
the powers, ſhining with the pomps and fplenders-.of 
this world, an entire creature of the Beate | * 
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Behold ! the long and pompous train of Archbiſtops, 
Dioceſan Biſhops, Chancellors, Deans, Archdeacons, Canons, 
Chanters, Rural Deans, Prebendaries, Regiſters, Sub Deans, 
Ppræcentors, Rectors, Vicars, Curates, &c. Find you any 
of theſe offices in the grand Charter of the Chriſtian 
Church, the Scriptures of the New Teſtament? Not the 
leaſt ſign of them there! Trace them back to their origin, 
they came not, you will fee, from the apoftolic fountain of 

ruſalem, but from the corrupted ſource at Rome, 

But to conclude this head. The Church of England is 
moſt apparently a Diſſenter from the Church of Jeſus 
Chrift; a ſociety abſolutely diſtin, as they have two dif- 
ferent sUPREME HEADS or fountains of power, whence 
all authority, juriſdiction, and miniſtrations in the wa 
Churches ſeverally fpring. | 

In the Church of Chriſt he Himſelf is the ſupreme Head, 
the onLY Lawgiver and Sovereign. To us there is but one 
Lord, One is your maſter, even Chriſt, And he is 
head over all things to the Church. But the Church of 
England has another, a quite different ſupreme head, 
namely, the King or the Queen of theſe realms, ** veſted 
«with all power, to exerciſe all manner of eccleſiaſtical 
«© juriſdiftion; and archbiſhops, biſhops, archdeacons, 
% c. have no manner of juriſdiction eccleſtaſtical, hut 
* by and under the King or Queen's Majeſty, who hath 
% full power and authority to hear and determine all man- 
© ner of cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and to reform and correct all 
« fin, errors, hereſies, enormities what{oever, which by 


any manner of ſpiritual authority ought, or may be law-. 


% fully reformed.” 

The fupremacy in religious matters which the civil ma- 
giſtrate poſſeſſes, has been repreſented as the conſequence 
of a COMPACT Or ALLIANCE formed betwixt the Church 
and the State. The Church, in conſideration of the pro- 
tetion and emoluments given her by the State, has yielded 
up her dependency and fupremacy to the magiſtrate ; and 
given him power to model her creed, to — afticles 
of faith, forms of worſhip, terms of communion ; and ſo- 
vereignly to direct, control, and over-rule her in all her 
ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical concerns. 11 


B 2 : This 


44 — —— — . 
5 r 
e 
8 


* 
by | 
. 


F 


This fine-ſpun ſcheme of an alliance betwixt Church and 
State is at once overthrown by this ſingle conſideration; 

That an alliance is formed only betwixt ſovereign and 
independent powers; but the Church is no Jovereign, has 
no ſupremacy or independency which ſhe can poſſibly give 


up. She 1s a purchaſed ſervant, a ſubject, and therefore 


can have no ſhadow of right to enter info any compact, or 
to form any alliance with the powers of this world, with- 
out the conſent of her only rightful Sovereign Jzsvs 
CRIST. If therefore diſtruſting his protection, and diſ- 
ſatisfied with his rewards ; if being either frightened by 
the terrors, or allured by the profits with which the State 


| emp is the world) ſolicits her compliance, ſhe gives her- 


elf up to be governed and ruled by it in things of reli- 
gion; if in conſequence of the protection and emoluments 
which it offers, ſhe ſuffers the State to make articles of 
faith for her, and to preſcribe forms of worſhip, and terms 
of communion, different from thoſe which Chrift has or- 
dained, what can it be called but an open violation of her 
allegiance to her Sovereign, and having baſely forſaken 
tim for the pomps and vanities of this world (which are 
the ſworn enemies of Chriſt) ſhe ſtands chargeable with 
what the ſcripture calls ſpiritual fornication, and, as ſuch, 
muſt expect to feel the conſequences of his ſevere diſplea- 
ſure, . TEE 


But—when it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God, of his in- 


finite mercy, to pour down his holy Spirit upon both 


"princes and people—a ſpirit of wiſdom to diſcern the. true 
«nature and deſign of the Chriſtian der be- ſpirit 


of fortitude and integrity to avow openly their belief — a 
ſpirit of unfeigned zeal for the honour of that bleſſed Sa- 


_ viour, who left Heaven with all its glories, that he might 
dignify and exalt us—Chriſtianity will then be ftript of 


the tawdry and vain ornaments in which it is now dreſſed, 
and be held forth in its native beauty, to the love, the 
veneration, and the joy of the whole earth. Amen ] Even 


Jo come, Lord Feſus! | 
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Of ſome of the Offices of Devotion in the Liturgy aud 
3 Common Prayer. | 


— 


Wurd the Reformation took place, under 
Henry VIII. Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth, the ge- 
nerality of the people, both Clergy and Laity, were blazd 


and bigotted Papiſts. The reformers, therefore, wiſely at- 


tending to the advice of their Lord, not to few a new piece 
upon an old garment, left the rent be made worſe, Mat. ix. 
16. drew up the preſent Liturgy as much upon the plan, 
and in — to the old, as the intended reformation 
would poſſibly admit: retaining many things, in conde- 
ſcenſion to the prejudices of the times, which in their 
hearts they diſapproved, and hoped afterwards to remove: 
but, how fruitleſs all attempts to rectify the imperfettions 
they were then forced to retain ! how vain and ineffectual 


all the humble ſupplications, the remonſtrances, the mag- 


nanimous ſufferings, the free and candid diſquiſitions, &c. 
of ſome of the worthieſt and beſt members and clergy of 
the Church have hitherto been; the experience of near 
two hundred years, and eſpecially ſome late tranſactions, 
too evidently ſhew. 855 | 

The deſign of what follows is not to point out the ſeve- 
ral deficiencies, improprieties, redundancies, repetitions, 
intermingling of offices, injudicious choice and abrupt 
beginnings of ſome of the leſſons: from the Goſpels and 
Epiſtles, the uſing two tranſlations of the Palms, in many 
places ſo different from, in ſome ſo ſeemingly contradictory 
to each other —all which many pious and learned clergy- 


men of the Church have lately done, in The free and can- 


— diſquiſitions. Beſides theſe, there are ſeveral things in 
e 


offices of Confirmation, of Baptiſm, of the Commu- 


non, of the Viſitation of the Sick; and of the Ordination 
of Prieſts and Deacons—which we think to be liable to 
great objections, to be reproachful to Chriſtianity ; to be 
injurious to the intereſt, of. real. piety and virtue ; apt to 
| Bg che- 
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cheriſh fallacious hopes; and to give men wrong notions 
of the terms of acceptance with God, and of the nature of 
true religion. | . | | 
And firſt ; of CoxnrirmartioN, which is now generally 
allowed to be no inſtitution of JxsUus CHRIST or his 
- Apoſtles, but an invention of after-ages; never heard of in 
the Church, as now uſed, till the times of Tertullian, and 
then performed by Preſbyters as well as Biſhops, and imme- 
diately after Baptiſm : at which time alſo, a variety of 
other whimfical ſuperſtitions were brought into the 
Church, ſuch as anointing the baptized with oil, givin 
them milk and honey, &c. And here, I ſhall not inſiſt 
upon a manifeſt inconſiſtency betwixt Art. xxv. and the 
office ; the article affirming confirmation to be not a ſacra- 
ment, becauſe it hath no vi/ible fon or ceremony ordained 
of God; but the office directing the Biſhop to lay his hand 
upon the confirmed to certify them by this ſign of God's 
favour for this is of ſmall weiglit, in compariſon with 
the pernicious tendency of this Rite to cheriſh in men's 
minds a falſe and dangerous peace; to give them wrong 
notions of the terms of obtaining acceptance with God, and 
the gift of his Spirit; and thus to lull them into a deep 
and deluſive ſecurity as to the ſtate of their fouls, when 
totally — with the vital transforming influence 
of real religion. | e ein 0 een 
For upon what ground, or with what confidence, can 
the Biſhop take upon him, with ſolemnity to declare to 
the multitude before him, very often all ſtrangers, even 
in an addreſs to Almighty GOD That he hath vouchſafed 
ce to REGENERATE theſe his ſervants; by water (and not by 
„% water only) but alſo by the Houy GmosT; and to have 
© given them the FORGIVENESS OF ALL THEIR SIN S- and 
then to lay his hand upon each of their heads, to certify, 
© or aſſure every individual perſon, by THAT SIGN, of 
«© God's favour and gracious goodneſs towards them.” 
You will be pleaſed to remember, all that is required as 
necefiary to the reception of this ineſtimable benefit, is, 
„that they can fay the Creed; the Lord's-prayer, the ten 
Commandments, the ſhort. catechiſm, and declare that 
they renew the ſolemn promiſe made for them at bap- 
„ tiſm.” Are theſe a proper ground, on which the Biſhop 
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can give them the aſſurance of peace with God, and of the 
regenerating and ſanctifying influence of his Spirit? 

Deluſive fallacious hopes are one of the e. rock upon 
which thouſands of immortal ſouls are ſhipwrecked and 
loſt. This Biſhop, by the multitude who flock to be con- 
firmed, is conſidered as the repreſentative and the ambaſſa- 
dor of Jzsvs CHRIST, as one who hath himſelf received 
the Hory Gurosr, and is able to give it to others; and 
who hath authority committed to him, in- the name of the 
Se RED TrINITY, to forgive the fins of men Who hath 
taken the charge of their fouls, as one who muſt, at his 
peril, give an account to the Great Shepherd, who will 
ſhortly appear. They therefore confidently preſume that 
he would not ſpeak to them a'fatfe peace nor deceive them 
in an affair, in which their everlaſting ſalvation is con- 
cerned. Having, then, with ſuch ſolemnity, in the pre- 


ſence and name of God, aſſured every one of them (each 


individual perſon) by a ſacred ſign, that his peace is made 
with God; that his fins are all forgiven; that he ig born 


again of the Holy Ghoft and is therefore undoubtedly fit 


for heaven—no wonder they all depart in peace, exulting 
in their happy ſtate. But, how often before the day is 
finiſhed, by the riot and diſorder with which they return 
home; or by the little ſeriouſneſs or fobriety of their after 
conduct in life, doth it too plainly appear, that theſe afſu- 
rances of the Biſhop were all groundleſs and deceptive; 
that he ſpoke. peace to thoſe, to whom no peace belonged; 
that he lulled them into a deep and dangerous ſecurity; 


and ſo unhappily became the miniſter of fin l  — » 


There is an awful day coming, in which the ſupreme 


Bis ho will hold a viſitation of his Churches; and then 


their Lordſhips, diſrobed of all preſent diſtinions, muſt 


ſtand upon a level with the meaneſt of their people, and 
give an account to God of the many ten thouſand ſouls, 
over whom they have profeſſed to watch and with whoſe 


ſafe conduct to everlaſting happineſs. they have charged 


themſelves, before God and their country. . But—if it ſhall 


then be found, that by theſe ſolemn afſurances thouſands 


of immortal ſouls, were rather confirmed in that ſupine- 
neſs and dangerous infenfibility, which is too natural to 


the mind of man, than rouſed to a ſerious care to break off 
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their fins, and to become uniformly and truly good—how 
great will be the unhappineſs of being found to have at all 
contributed to ſo diſaſtrous an event! | 


The office of Ba»T12ziNG IN ANS is, we think, alfo. 


liable to inſuperable obje&ions. Strange, and contrary to 
all ſcripture and reaſon, and eommon ſenſe, are the 8 e. 
put to the poor infant, and the anſwers it is ſuppoled to 
i tkou believe in God ? Doft thou renounce the 
Devil? Wilt thou be baptized ? Wilt thou keep obediently ? 
Is not this moſt manifeſtly to pervert, to overturn, to de- 
troy the very nature of this ſacred inflitution; to give it 
the air of a ſolemn farce; and: to expoſe it to the juſt ri- 
dicule of unbelievers ? | 
Religion, beyond all doubt, is and can be no other than 
a perſonal thing, Chriſtianity knows nothing of believing, 
repenting, and vowing by proxy, any more than of being 
Javed or damned by proxy. The whole affair, as it ſtands 
manifeſtly in the article and office of the Church, is this; 
+ The child is declared to be born in original ſen, and in the 
| *% WRATH of God; and Heferves to be DAMNED,” God is 
angry with the infant, tho? not guilty of any actual tranſ- 
eſſion, angry even to wRATEH; and. it is in danger, un- 
thes wrath, of ſinking into euerlaſting damnation, How 
then is it to, be delivered from this dreadful ſituat ion? 
Why, without repentance and faith there is no remiſfion of 
fins, nor reconciliation to God: but the child being una- 
ble to repent, 'and believe and vow for itſelf, the parent 
procures two or three ſponſors to repent and believe and 
Vow in its "gps + and ſo the child having thus vowed and 
| believed by proxy before God, the eternal Majeſty of 
Heaven lays by his wrath; his anger is appealed; the 
Child's. fins are forgiven, he is taken into the divine family, 
and is become an heir of eternal life! Is there nothing in 
all this, like a profanation of the name of God; like a 
ſhameful expoſing the Religion of CurisrT to juſt ſcorn 
and contempt! How is it, that amidſt fo much knowledge 
and good ſenſe,. as confeſſedly ſhine in both the fuperior 
and inferior. orders of this Church, fo amazing an abſur- 
dity is fuffered to remain! | a 
Farther ; there are ſome parts of the Liturgy which 
feerm ſtrongly to favour, if not expreſsly to — 5 
the 
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the abſurd doftrine of TRANSUBSTANTIAT ION. For 
though article xxviii. ſays, „that tranſubſtantiation c an- 
not be proved by holy writ, but is repugnant to the 


4 plain words of ſcripture.“ Yet, what avails this, the 


papift will ay; TRUTH will force its way, through ſeem- 
ing oppoſition: in your Catechiſm, the Church inſtrutts 
her children to believe, ** that the body and blood 0 wars of 
& are VERILY and INDEED faken, and received by the 
&« faithful in the Lord's Supper.” And the communicant 
is diretted, juſt before receiving the elements, to pray 
“% Grant us, gracious Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh of thy dear 
© Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to drink his blood, that our ſinful 
© bodies may be made clean by his body ; and our ſouls 
«© waſhed through his moſt precious blood—and that we 
ce * made partakers of his moſt bleſſed body and 
66 00 SAY, N FREE 
Are not theſe expreſſions far too ſtrong for thoſe who 
believe that there is nothing before them but mere bread 
and wine ; which they are to eat and drink only in remem- 
brance of our Lord's death? Do they not naturally, if not 
neceſſarily, convey the idea of the body of our Lord being 
verily and really preſent in that ſacrament ; and that by 
being taken into our bodies, it has ſome efficacy, ſome power, 
ſome ſecret, invifible, inexplicable operation to ſanctify 
and cleanſe our bodies, and to work ſome happy effect upon 
them? Theſe, and other parts of the liturgy, were ſo 
little diſagreeable to the Church of Rome, that the Pope (as 
Heylin and Camden ſay) ſeemed willing to confirm it by 
his papal authority; and that it was offered in his name, 
* 5 Elizabeth would acknowledge the primacy 
of that ſee. | eee een | 0 
The offices of Ordination and Viſitation of the Sick ap- 
pear to us, likewiſe, loaded with inſuperable difficulties ; 
containing matters of juſt offence to every ſerious and ſo- 
ber mind; reproachful to chriſtianity ; extremely apt to 
enſnare the conſcience, and to ſend the prieft into the 
world, and the fick man out of it, under a dangerous delufion. 
f every young candidate, who comes to him for or- 
ders, the Biſhop, as in the preſence, and as the ambaſſador 
of Jesus Cur1sT, demands—* Do you truft that you are 


© INWARDLY MOVED by the HoLy GrosT'to take upon 
| 66 
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5 you this office ?”' to which he replies, © I truſt that J am: 


© $0 MOVED,” Upon which the Biſhop proceeds to in- 
veſt him with this office, in this extraordinary form of 
words—* Receive the Horry Gnos r for the office of « 
* fprieſt—whoſe sis THOU rYORGIVEST THEY ARE TOR 
„ GIVEN; WHOSE SINS THOU RETAINEST THEY ARE 


© RETAINED; IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE | 


„% SON AND THE Holy GHOST. Amen.” The young 
prieſt, ſent out into the world with this tranſcendent com- 
miſſion, is called to viſit a fick or dying perſon of his 
cure; after ſome pious exhortations he is directed to exa- 
mine,—* Whether he believes the articles of the _— 
creed e and truly repent him of his fins ; and be in charity 
with all the world; and to move him to make a 4 con- 
lion, if his conſcience is troubled with any weighty matter. 
After which, the prieſt is directed to abſolve him (if he 


humbly and heartily deſire it) in this moſt ſolemn manner: 


Our Loxp J=$us CHatsT, who hath left power to 
& his Church to ; cope all funners who truly repent and be- 
Kleve in kim, of has great mercy forgive thee thine offences : 
% and by the AUTHORITY committed to me,  ABSOLVE 


* thee from ALL THY SINS ; in the Name of the FATHER, 


7 85 SON, and of the Holy Guogr. Amen.” 


pon the three ſeveral parts of this important tranſac- 


tion, I beg leave to make the three following remarks. 


Firſt, As to the queſtion—* Do you truft that you are 


% INWARDLY Moved by the Holy GnosT ?” Who that 
conſiders how many rich livings are in the gift of fami- 
lies, whoſe ſons or dependents are educated for the.chuzch, 
entirely with.a view. of its being, in future life, a genteel 
proviſion for them : and what force the high dignities and 
emoluments, attending this path of life, muſt naturally 
have to move a young mind to chooſe this occupation— 
can, with the utmoſt ſtretch of charity, conceive this to 
be a proper queſtion to be put to the young ſtudent, juit 
emerging from the gaiety of an univerſity education ? 


- Muſt it not involve in extreme difficulties both parties con- 


cerned in this ſolemn tranſattion? ; 

Secondly. When the Biſhop, laying his hand upon the 
ſtudent's head, lays, s RgeCEIVE THE Ho LY GH OST, for 
* the. ice of 6 prighwheſe fns theu feng di, they ore 
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1 forgiven.; whoſe | wo ugg retaineft, they ave retained ; in 
G the name of. the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, Amen.''— 
Doth he really know that he hath pony from God to 
ive the prieſt the Holy Ghoſt; and that he hath authority 
rom the Sa RED Trinity to inveſt him with this tran- 
ſcendent power of forgiving or retaining fins? If he does 
not know that he hath much more, if he is conſcious that 
he hath not this power ; how tremendous a vrifling is it in 
matters of the moſt awful moment! | | 
Thirdly. The laſt remack I ſhall make, is upon the 
prieſt's executing this important truſt, when called to viſit 
a fick or dying pariſhioner—Upon' his declaring his belief 
and repentance, as above recited, how wicked, profane, or 
profligate ſoever his whole former life has been, the prieſt 
1s ordered to quiet his conſcience from all painful appre- 
henſions; to give him a full pardon of all his offences; 
Hand to ſay, By the AUTHORITY committed to me, I abſolve 
thee from all thy ins, in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. How eaſy a paſſport ta, Heaven, 
f ſafe : but, if not ſafe; if it be all a ſolemn farce; if it be 
eluding an immortal ſoul with fallacious and vain hopes; 
and putting a dangerous cheat upon it in a matter wherein 
its everlaſting intereſt is concerned ho may not juſtly 
tremble to have any ſhare in it? How amazing that ſuch 
an office is ſuffered to ſtand in this reformed Church—but 
how infanitely. deplorable, that every clergyman in it 
4 muſt ſolemnly declare, and ſubſcribe with his hand, his 


*. unfergned aſſent and conſent to this office, and that of 


Ordination, and to all and every thing contained in and 
4. eee . the book of Common Prayer! When 
will the diſgraceful yoke be broken from their necks! and 
a ſpirit of juſt indignation riſe againſt every encroachment 
on the rights of conſcience; every profanation of the name 
of God; every notorious corruption and proſtitution of 
the chriſtian faith to ſecular and fordid ends! 11 
I ſhall make no remarks upon ſeveral other vain 


and trifling ſuperſtitions, which have been adopted from 


the Church of Rome, and admitted into this reformed, this 
proteſtant Church —ſuch as bowing at the Name of Jeſus 
conſecrating Churches —worſhipping they know not 
what, and know. not uhy, toward the EasT—the Croſs in 


Baptiſm— the reading, in aſſemblies of chriſtian ads > 
es to 
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ing themſelves to God, and diſcharging faithfully their 


Which the Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England is chargeable, and have carachly 


(26) 


(to the excluſion of ſeveral uſcful parts of holy feripturs} 
the ſpurious, ridiculous, romantic ſtories of Be! and the 
e e anng—the amorous Devil, who for love of x 
fair damſel flew ſeven unhappy huſbands, who fell victims 
to his jealouſy, on the nuptial night; but was ſmoaked 
away by the magic fumes of good Tobra's fiſh's liver.— 
- But—hereLreſt the grounds and merits of our » 15s x7, 
. I truſt, beyond doubt, that in no one thin 
wo are diſſenters from the Church of England, but only 10 
thoſe things, wherein ſhe herſelf is, and knows herſelf to be 
a DISSENTER from the CHURCH oF JeSuUs CHRIST. 
The preſent ſcene will ſoon be cloſed: an important 
and everlaſting one will quigkly ſucceed. There every 
man will riſe into dignity and glory, or fink into ſhame 
and everlaſting reproach, according to his piety and the in- 
tegrity of his preſent conduct. It is the wiſe appointment 
of Heaven, that TaurEH and RIGHT, genuine, uncorrupt 
Religion, ſhould now generally labour under ſome world!y 
diſcouragements; to try the patience, the faith and the in- 
tegrity of men: that they who are approved, men of probity 
and real piety, may be thus eon and made manifeſt. But 
to thoſe, who, by a patient continuance in well doing, by an 
unſhaken adherence'to TRUTH and RICH, amidſt all tem- 
ral diſcouragements feek the glory and honour of approv- 


duty, to them will be given ſtations of exalted dignity in the 
kingdom of the Meſhah; and they ſhall receive that per- 
fection of all the glory, and all the happineſs, of which 
the human ſoul is capable, called ETERNAL Lips. 

There let my lot and my portion be given me, will every 
real chriſtian ſay: I am content, if it be the will of Heaven, 
to follow the great Leader and Captain of my ſalvation 
through Juffermg in this world ; in the aſſured hope of 
thereby riſing with him in auch the greater glory 
and felicity in the other. 
= J remain 


end, - 
X DISSENTER. 


I might add, and could give abundar 90 ﬀ the limits I have preſcribed 
myſelf allowed it) that in no one thing do Wwe, drifer from the Church of England, either 
as to her dotrines, her offices, her ſpirit, in which we are not countenanced by many of 
her moſt reſpectable members and divines. There always have been multitudes, and the 
number is continually increafng, of ſenfible and candid men, both among the clergy and 
laity, who have ſeen, have acknowledged, and have lamented the many imperfeGions with 


wiſhed and laboured for a reform. 


